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THE LOS ANGELES CONVENTION CENTER DOESN’T SKIP A BEAT IN 

SERVICING THE NBTA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION & EXPOSITION 
EVENT DURING TODAY’S CHINO HILLS TREMOR  

 
Los Angeles, CA – July 29, 2008 - Today’s earthquake with origins in Chino Hills California resulted 
in no reported incidents at the Los Angeles Convention Center (LACC) during a record breaking 
NBTA International Convention & Exposition event of more than 6,450 attendees.  The show although 
startled for a brief moment, continued as planned. 
 
“Thankfully, no convention attendees were injured and no serious incidents were reported.  While 
some folks were a bit shaken up, the convention continued for the remainder of the day, and lots of 
NBTA participants now have their first earthquake story,” commented Caleb Tiller, NBTA 
Spokesperson. 
 
“The NBTA’s International Convention & Exposition event indicated no earthquake related impacts on 
the course of its regular scheduled programs for the day,” said Pouria Abbassi, General Manager & 
CEO of the Los Angeles Convention Center.   
 
“The original LACC building that opened in September 1971 was erected with the highest standards in 
earthquake safety and building codes in mind.  Given the seismic activity nature of the City of Los 
Angeles area, the LACC construction teams not only met, but exceeded all construction standards in 
effect at the time as related to earthquake and safety,” added Mr. Abbassi. 
 
In 1993 with the construction and expansion project of the LACC’s South Hall and new overall 
exterior facade, the LACC’s construction team was committed once again to assure that all new 
structures would meet the latest in public building seismic construction and retrofit standards.  
 
“Our first priority is the safety and peace of mind of both client and employees alike.  As such, it 
makes complete sense to construct and retrofit in the highest possible existing standards of the time 
especially with a building of this size and nature, bringing millions of people through its doors year 
after year,” stated Greg Lissow, General Building Superintendent and Facilities Manager of the Los 
Angeles Convention Center. 
 
According to the NBTA, the Expo is the largest in NBTA history, with more than 130,000 square feet 
of booth space and over 475 exhibitors. 
 
For more information or to speak with an LACC Building Superintendent or Executive Management, 
please contact Felix I. Hernandez, Public Relations and Communications Manager of the Los Angeles 
Convention Center at 213.792.1948 or fhernandez@lacclink.com.  
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About the Los Angeles Convention Center (LACC) 
The Los Angeles Convention Center (LACC) is one of the most technologically advanced convention 
and exhibition centers in the world. LACC attracts over 2.5 million annual visitors and is renowned 
internationally as a prime site for conventions, trade shows and exhibitions. With its towering emerald 
architectural design, the LACC is a well recognized Los Angeles landmark. An integral economic 
component to the Southern California area, total sales from client secondary spending tops $1.1 billion 
annually, generating and sustaining over 12,000 local jobs. LACC is a model environmental-friendly 
facility. Its solar panels are capable of meeting the electricity needs of an estimated 100 homes, and it’s 
recycling, energy efficiency, and water conservation programs help to conserve the environment. 
LACC is enrolled in the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power’s (LADWP) Green Power 
Program (environmentally-friendly renewable energy resources such as hydroelectric, geothermal, 
solar, biomass, and wind energy) at a level of 30% of the facilities consumption. The Los Angeles 
Convention Center is registered with the United States Green Building Council (USGBC) as a member 
of the Los Angeles and National Chapter. The Los Angeles Convention Center is currently undergoing 
a program to obtain its LEED-EB certification. LACC is also a proud recipient of prestigious industry 
awards including several Planner’s Choice Awards presented by Meeting News magazine, multiple 
Prime Site Awards from the Facilities and Destinations magazine, and recognition for model 
emergency care programs. For more information about the Los Angeles Convention Center, please call 
(213) 741-1151, ext. 5319 or visit www.lacclink.com. 
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